INTRODUCTION  OF  NEW  FOOD  CROPS

The quantity of foodstuffs which the cultivator sells or keeps
for his own consumption cannot be accurately estimated; but
the imperious necessity of meeting his liabilities in cash pay-
ments in the harvesting seasons contends with his desire to
ensure food supply for himself and his family. In the struggle
between the cash demands of the creditors and the stomach of
the peasants, the organized interests gain the victory and a
great part of the peasantry is left without adequate sustenance
even in a normal season of harvests. And he cannot, after
meeting the demands of his landlord, moneylender, commis-
sion agents, shopkeeper, and a host of other parasitic interests,
provide himself with the cash required for the food of his family.

Recently the Government in India have directed their
attention to the investigation of our under-developed market-
ing systems. The outcome of this enquiry may at least result in
identifying the sources of the incredible waste involved at
almost every stage of distribution. As every form of waste
inflates the cost of distribution and enhances the prices of
commodities, we hope that the existing disparity between
production and consumption may to a certain extent be
lessened by deliberate weeding out of a number of parasitic
interests which so disastrously affect the market. Ultimate
success in the task of organizing agricultural marketing is to
be measured by the impetus it offers to production.

Introduction of New Food Crops

Co-ordinated investigations of plant genetics and plant
ecology may lead to another important aspect of the relation-
ship between nutrition and agriculture, namely the introduc-
tion of new food crops. It is estimated that there are approxi-
mately half a million species of plants in the world but only a
few hundred of these are cultivated. The discovery and intro-
duction of a new source of food may have far-reaching conse-
quences in social economy, as was the case with the introduc-
tion of potatoes in the latter part of the sixteenth century in
England;* or of banana in recent years. There are other

* Potatoes were indigenous to South America and were imported into
Europe about A.D. 1580. Sir Walter Ralegh was the first to grow potatoes,
on his estate near Cork.
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